
From Charlotte Gaddis,  Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA:
We witness daily  the chaos and violence that our brothers and sisters are experiencing for over 
seven years in Iraq and Afghanistan. Families are being torn apart and children see death and 
suffering all around them. We come together to pray for peace in what ever form that might take.

From Alice McCain, Atonement Lutheran Church, Newport, OR:

Announcement:
“Prayers for Peace:  An Interfaith Candlelight Vigil”
Wednesday, March 24, 7:30 p.m.
(following 7 p.m. Lenten service)
Atonement Lutheran Church
2315 N. Coast Hwy., Newport
You are invited to this quiet, meditative service, where people from many walks of life and faith will 
share their hopes for peace.  We'll pray for all those affected by war and then close with candles, 
shining in the darkness.

Program:
Setting the stage; welcome--Rev. Jim Lynn 
“Their plowshares are beat into swords” poem/prayer by Walter Brueggemann (1)

Taize singing and group response--leader to be determined

Prayers of the People from many backgrounds and faiths--audience members (2, below-selected 
prayers) 

Each prayer followed by moments for silence, then singing bowl as signal for next prayer

Prayer litany, adapted from International Day of Prayer for Peace (3)--All

Lighting of candles and silent procession outside, standing in silence with candles lit (inclement 
weather:  narthex of church)

Go in Peace/Shalom/Salaam/Pax!  Let your light shine in the world.

Program; prepared prayers (partial):

1.  THEIR PLOWSHARES ARE BEAT INTO SWORDS
And now their plowshares are beat into swords—as are ours,

now their pruning hooks are beat into spears—as are ours.
Not only swords and spears, 
but bullets, and bombs, and missiles,

of steel on flesh,
of power against bodies …

And you, in your indignation sound your mantra,



“Blessed are the peacemakers.”
We dare to believe they are the aggressor,

and we are the peacemaker.
Yet in sober night dream, we glance otherwise

and think we may be aggressor,
as we vision rubbled homes, 

murdered civilians,
and charred babies.

And you, in our sadness, sound your mantra,
“Blessed are the peacemakers.”
We do not love war,
we yearn for peace,

but we have lost much will for peace
even while we dream of order.

And you, in your hope, sound your mantra,
“Blessed are the peacemakers.”
Deliver us from excessive certitude about ourselves.
Hold us in the deep ambiguity where we find ourselves,
Show us yet again the gaping space

between your will and our feeble imagination.
Sound your mantra with more authority,

with more indignation,
through sadness,
in hope … “Blessed be the peacemakers.”

Only peacemakers are blessed.
We find ourselves well short of blessed.

Give us freedom for your deep otherwise,
finally to be blessed, 
in the name of the Peacemaker
who gave and did not take.  Amen.

From:    Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of Walter Brueggemann, ed. by Edwin Searcy 
[Minneapolis: Fortress Press, c. 2003], pp. 113-4.  
(This book of prayers was prepared for the beginning of Brueggemann’s seminary class sessions in 
the Hebrew Scriptures; this particular one was written on the occasion of the bombing of Serbia in 
March of 1999.)

2.  Prayers from many traditions and faiths

Christian:
Holy God,
You have called us to hear the cries of the world,
To speak where silence must be broken,
To comfort when terror threatens, and
To take risks when we are afraid.



Work in us your vision and power.
Help us to feel the pain of those who are victims of war, especially the children.  
Help us to feel the pain of those who must fight our nation’s wars, 
returning home needing healing and compassion.
Help us to feel the pain of people torn apart by war in whatever way
and to offer them our prayers for healing.

Tibetan Buddhist (for the Dalai Lama):
In the land encircled by snow mountains
You are the source of all happiness and good;
All-powerful Chenrezig, Tenzin Gyatso,
Please remain until samsara ends.

Gang ri ra wä kor wäi zhing kham dir
Phän dang de wa ma lü jung wäi nä
Chän rä zig wang tän dzin gya tsho yi
Zhab pä si thäi bar du tän gyur chig

Muslim:
All praises are for God the Lord of humankind, and the giver of all good things.
O' My Lord, we pray that You destroy the dividing wall of enmity and grant peace to 
those who seek Your mercy. We appeal to You to awaken the longing for a 
peaceful and just life in all those who's hearts are filled with hatred for others, 
especially those at war and those who are preparing for war. Grant peace to Your 
servants. Implant in them the fear of You and confirm in them love for one 
another. Overshadow every dispute and injustice with your mercy. For You are our 
peace and to You is all glory
O' God, for all those who are suffering from wars of ethnic and national interest and 
gain, we pray that You will bring peace to their lives. We pray, our God, for all those 
who suffer from acts of war, especially for the victims, that You ease their 
difficulties. We pray for Your peace and Your mercy in the midst of the great 
suffering that people are now facing. We plead to you God to accept our prayers, 
so that by your goodness peace may return to all people. Our Lord, hear the 
supplications of all who call to You in oppression, sorrow and affliction.
O' God our sustainer, make your presence known to those who have turned away 
from You and do not seek Your guidance. Help us be Your instruments to establish 
peace and justice for all. Hear us Allah and have mercy on us.

Others to be added...

3.  LITANY FOR PEACE
 From words and deeds that provoke discord, prejudice and hatred,
 O GOD, DELIVER US.
 From suspicions and fears that stand in the way of reconciliation,
 YAHWEH ELOHIM, DELIVER US.
 From believing and speaking lies about other peoples or nations,
 ALLAH, MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, DELIVER US.
 From cruel indifference to the cries of the hungry and homeless,



O SOURCE OF LOVE AND LIGHT, DELIVER US.
From all that prevents us from fulfilling your promise of peace,
O DIVINE PEACEMAKER, DELIVER US.
Deliver us from our brokenness, we pray, O healing One,
AND BY YOUR GRACE AND HEALING PRESENCE, DELIVER US TO FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP OF 
YOUR GIFTS.   
To still waters and green pastures,
O CREATING GOD, DELIVER US.
To the freedom and forgiveness we find in you,
O GOD OF COMPASSION, DELIVER US.
To joyful service in your name,
O TAO OF LIFE, DELIVER US.
To the promise of a new heaven and a new earth,

To the wholeness of justice,
To the power of your peace,

O GREAT SPIRIT, DELIVER US NOW AND IN THE DAYS TO COME.
CLOSING PRAYER:    CHARGE OUR LIVES AND OUR FAITH COMMUNITIES WITH THE POWER 
OF YOUR PEACE, O ETERNAL ONE.  AMEN.

Adapted from:  “International Day of Prayer for Peace”, Lutheran Peace Fellowship, 
www.LutheranPeace.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR PRAYER VIGILS:

United Nations International Day of Peace Vigil, September 21 http://www.idpvigil.com/
 
Overcoming Violence:  Churches seeking reconciliation and peace
http://overcomingviolence.org/

Lutheran Peace Fellowship
www.lutheranpeace.org

Swords into Plowshares:  Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
http://presbyterian.typepad.com/peacemaking/2010/02/2010-world-day-of-prayer.html

Earthdance:  Global Festival for Peace
http://www.earthdance.org/


